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ernment that they submitted without a struggle.
Washington thought that this event would react
upon the clubs and "effectuate their annihilation
sooner than it might otherwise have happened."
A general collapse among them certainly followed,
and they disappeared from the political scene.
It is in the nature of precaution that the more
successful it is the less necessary it appears to have
been, and thus the complete success of Hamilton's
management furnished his enemies with a new
argument against him of which they afterwards
made great use. The costly military expedition
that had no fighting to do was continually held up
to public ridicule. That the expense was trifling
in comparison with the objects achieved must
deeply impress any one who examines the records
of the times. A mistake might have been fatal
to the existence of the Government. It has
become so powerful and massive since that time,
that we can hardly realize what a rickety structure
it then was, and how readily, in less capable hands,
it might have collapsed.
Randolph, then Secretary of State, seems to
have been in a panic. Fauchet, the French
minister at that time, reported to his government
that Randolph called upon him and with a grief-